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2012 Chicago
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Forest Legacy Program  
Conservation Excellence

• 2007 Ann Price-UT
• 2008 Susan Francher-NH
• 2009 Mike Fleming-MA
• 2010 Emily Cope-SC
• 2011 Kerry Wieber-MI
• 2012 Larry Mikkelson-VA
• 2013 We’ll find out tomorrow

4



5



Others in the news
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Two Chief’s Award
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Randy Moore (right), Regional Forester of the Pacific 
Southwest Region, presented the USDA’s prestigious 
Two Chiefs’ Award to M. Irene Sprecher of Hawaii’s 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Jan. 13.



At the end of FY 2002

8



End of FY 2013
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Going on 25 years…

So far we have protected… 

2,390,928
$641,771,356 FLP Funds

$1,448,692,805 Total Value of Interests
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FY2014 Budget

• President’s Budget: $84,800,000
• Enacted: $50,965,000

– $6,400,000 administration
– 14 Projects (from 11 States)
– 58 project applications 
– total request $154,000,000
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FY2015 Budget

• President’s Budget: $100,000,000
– $53,000,000 Discretionary $47,000,000 Mandatory
– $6,400,000 administration
– 44 Projects 
– 58 Project applications 
– total request $156,000,000



Discretionary/Mandatory

Why is the 2014 list divided between 
discretionary and mandatory and what 

does that mean?

Or

“I thought I knew what those 
words meant.”



Discretionary? Mandatory?

• Apportioned by OMB.
• Authorized by Congress but is not 

appropriated.
• Does not count against agency cap provided 

by Appropriations Committee. 
• Mandatory funding does not have to be 

offset by reductions elsewhere in budget.
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FLP Funding History
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Recent (ongoing)Developments

• Farmbill was resolved.
• House Legislation to allow land trusts to hold 

conservation easements introduced May 1st.  
Referred to Subcommittee on Conservation, 
Energy and Forestry May 6th.

• Land and Water Conservation fund authority 
expires in 2015.

• Updated Implementation Guidelines being 
developed.
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Developments Continued

• New OMB Circulars for Grants.
• New Cooperative Forestry Director
• National project selection panel 

change: 2 States will be added.
– 6 State (2 Northeast, 2 South, 2 West)
– 6 Forest Service
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Discussion
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Accountability

• Starting in FY12, States need to satisfy core program 
requirements
– Completed baseline reports
– Completed forest stewardship/management plans
– Completed annual conservation easement monitoring
– Addresses known easement violations
– Implements record keeping protocols
– Developed a quality assurance inspection (QAI) action plan
– Limited backlog
– Up-to-date grant reporting

• States deficient in core program requirements will not 
be considered by National Panel
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OIG Topics (cont’d)

1. Conservation Easement 
Monitoring

– Conduct annual monitoring 
for all easements

– Better tracking by the FS
– Integrated in FLIS 2.0
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OIG Topics

2. More accountability for cost share tracts
– Documentation of value and certification that 

sufficient cost share is provided
– Clarify what info needs to be provided to the FS 

and retained by the State 
– Appendix C- updated
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OIG Topics (cont’d)

3. Improve Quality Assurance 
Inspections (QAI) process

– On-time completion of QAIs by 
the Forest Service

– Timely follow-up by the State
– Better tracking by the FS-twice 

yearly reporting on QAI action 
plan.

– Appendix O
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OIG Topics (cont’d)

4. Accuracy of FLIS Data
– State and FS need to cross check FLIS data with 

project files
– FLIS 2.0 will implement some oversight changes
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OIG Topics (cont’d)

5. Consistent Record 
Retention

– Clarify records retention 
requirements for States 
and Forest Service

– Appendix G- updated
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OIG Topics (cont’d)

6. Conservation Easement 
Guidance

– Develop a consistent 
approach for the FS to review 
easements, making sure all 
program requirements are 
addressed

– Appendix M



OIG Topics (cont’d)

• Other new guidance 
documents
– APPENDIX L- Five Year 

Program Reviews
• State and Forest 

Service internal review
– APPENDIX N- Guide to 

Evaluating Appraisal Risk 
Factors
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What does the Future 
Look Like?

• Budget looks uncertain
• Farm Bill changes are a possibility
• More accountability on core program 

requirements



Community Forest Program

• First project grants issued in 
2012.

• 49 applications with total 
request of $14.53.

• 24 from local governments, 
22 from non-profits, 3 from 
tribes.

• 10 projects received grants.
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